
COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
Wednesday, 6 April 2022 

 
PRESENT: Councillor Rashid (Chair); Councillors Phil Massey, Dearnley, 
Susan Emmott, James Gartside, Holly, Martin, Rush, Wardle, Donna Williams, 
West, Daalat Ali, Neil Emmott, Sultan, Dutton, Zaman, Hussain, Hartley, 
Iftikhar Ahmed, Mir, O'Neill, O'Rourke, Shakil Ahmed, Sheerin, Winkler, 
Blundell, Zaheer, Emsley, Paolucci, Meredith, Wazir, Rowbotham, Iftikhar 
Ahmed, Kelly, Terry Smith, Williams, Davidson, Taylor, Angela Smith, Rana, 
Dale, Bamford, Sue Smith, Faisal, Besford and Anstee 
 
OFFICERS:  S. Rumbelow (Chief Executive), A. Ibrahim (Monitoring Officer), 
M. Garraway (Head of Governance) and F. Fuschi (Committee Services) 
 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  10 members of public. 
 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Councillors Beswick, McCarthy, Robinson, 
Burke, Sullivan, Joinson, Brett, Nickson, Heakin, Cocks, Hornby, Rachel 
Massey and Wraighte 
 

58 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Councillor Blundell declared a personal interest in relation to a submitted 
question regarding Manchester Airport, as a member of the Board of the 
Airport Group. 
 

59 MINUTES 
RESOLVED 
That the minute of Council held on 23 February 2022 be approved as a 
correct record. 
 

60 NOTICES OF MOTION 
1. Time for the Fair Game manifesto in football 
 
It was moved by Councillor Anstee and seconded by Councillor Dearnley that: 
 
The Council believes that football, the national game in the UK, is currently in 
crisis. COVID-19 has devastated the revenue of many lower-league clubs, 
with the loss of some notables, and dozens more clubs teetering on the brink 
of survival. Frequently bad management has gone unnoticed or ignored and 
clubs are run unsustainably, putting at risk all the history, heritage, and 
economic benefit they bring to an area – often in pursuit of short-term gain. 
 
Council believes that football clubs are not ordinary businesses; they are 
historic sporting institutions that are both a civic and community asset, and a 
source of pride and unity, in their hometown or city. 
 
Council therefore supports Fair Game, a national campaign that seeks radical 
reform of the way football is managed and run, specifically its call for: 



 An independent regulator for the sport. 
 A refocus on ‘values’ rather than profit. 
 The establishment of a Sustainability Index, which will reallocate the 

payments made to clubs to reward those which are run well, respect 
equality standards and properly engage with their fans and their 
community. 

 Fans to be given the final say on any proposed change to a club’s 
‘crown jewels’, including the club’s name, nickname, colours, badge 
and the geographical location from where the club plays. 
 

The Council also notes that former Sports Minister Tracey Crouch MP is about 
to publish a Government-commissioned fan-led review into football 
governance and believes that some of its findings will mirror Fair Game’s 
aspirations. 
 
As a Co-operative Council, we would also like to see football clubs co-
operatively owned by their fans, rather than owners with no connection to a 
town or with more interest in extracting profits from the club, rather than the 
team’s on-pitch performance. 
 
The Council therefore resolves to: 

 Declare its support for the Fair Game manifesto, ‘Solutions for our 
National Game’, and calls on other councils to join us in our support. 

 Request the Chief Executive to write to the Minister for Sport, our local 
Members of Parliament, and the Chair of the Local Government 
Association Culture, Tourism and Sport Board, asking them to support 
and work towards implementing Fair Game’s manifesto and the 
findings of the fan-led review led by Tracey Crouch MP. 

 Investigate how best Councils can support the registration of their local 
football clubs as Assets of Community Value and facilitate their future 
purchase and operation, when the opportunity arises, as fan-owned co-
operatives. 

On being put the vote, the motion was carried and it was RESOLVED 
accordingly. 
 
2. Situation in Ukraine 
 
It was moved by Councillor N. Emmott and seconded by Councillor S. Smith 
that 
 
The Council asks the Leader and Chief Executive to express the following 
sentiments on behalf of the Council and the people of Rochdale, Heywood, 
Middleton, and the Pennines urgently and in writing: 
 

 To the Russian Ambassador in the UK, asking that he requests his 
Government to withdraw troops from Ukraine immediately. 

 To the Ukrainian Ambassador in the UK, expressing the Council’s 
support and solidarity, and respect for his nation’s sovereignty and 
freedom. 



 To the Prime Minister of the UK, asking that all efforts are made to 
welcome refugees coming from Ukraine to the UK without the need for 
a visa, and advise of our willingness to help in any way we can as a 
council to settle individuals and families whose lives have so sadly and 
suddenly been affected by the military action in Ukraine. 

 To Ukrainians - and those of Ukrainian heritage - living in the borough, 
that we stand with you and the people of Ukraine and offer our support 
in these unsettling times. 

 To Russians living in the borough, that whilst we profoundly condemn 
the actions of the Russian President we know this is Putin’s war and 
that Russophobia has no place in the borough. 

 
On being put the vote, the motion was carried and it was RESOLVED 
accordingly. 
 
3. Living standards 
 
It was moved by Councillor Meredith and seconded by Councillor Zaheer that: 
 
The Council recognises with concern that households across our borough are 
bracing themselves for the biggest drop in living standards in thirty years. 
 
This Council notes that the cost-of-living crisis includes steep price increases 
in everyday and essential food items, making the situation worse for the 10% 
of households already living in food insecurity across our borough and risking 
more people experiencing food insecurity. 
 
This Council celebrates the incredible work done by food banks and pantries 
across our six towns to support those most in need and the dedication and 
hard work of the volunteers who run them. 
 
This Council regrets that the Government is making the cost-of-living crisis 
worse through tax hikes, low growth, falling real wages, and a failure to tackle 
the energy crisis. 
 
This Council resolves to: 

 Write to the Government urging Ministers to set out a national strategy 
for food including how it intends to ensure access to high quality, 
sustainable, affordable food for all and meet the United Nations goal to 
end hunger by 2030. 

 Further develop our Food Plan for Rochdale to identify local food 
insecurity challenges and put in place steps to tackle them. 

 Strengthen our work with the voluntary and community sector and 
statutory agencies to tackle food poverty. 

 Continue our efforts to alleviate all forms of poverty and tackle the root 
causes by investing in our people and places; ensuring our residents 
have access to high quality education, training and lifelong learning; 
working towards the Real Living Wage for our staff and contractors; 
regenerating our town centres and attracting businesses to create more 
well paid jobs; improving our housing stock and building more high 



quality affordable homes; and working with our partners in the NHS to 
tackle health inequalities. 

 
On being put the vote, the motion was carried and it was RESOLVED 
accordingly. 
 
4. Three new train stations in the Borough 
 
It was moved by Councillor Blundell and seconded by Councillor O’Rourke 
that: 
 
The council notes that many parts of our borough do not have good 
connections to the rail network. The council further notes that travel by rail is 
cleaner, cheaper, and faster than other methods of public transport. 
Therefore, council resolves that the Chief Executive to write to Transport for 
Greater Manchester and the Rochdale Stations Alliance asking for an 
investigation into creating three new stations at: 

I. Belfield – crossroads with Albert Royds Street 
II. Heywood Station – near to the ELR station and not in a way that 

interferes with the work of ELR 
III. Slattocks. 

 
On being put the vote, the motion was carried and it was RESOLVED 
accordingly. 
 

61 MEMBERS' QUARTERLY REPORTS 
Members presented their reports responding to questions and remarks from 
Members of the Council, where appropriate:- 

a) The Leader of the Council; 
b) Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Health; 
c) Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Climate Change and 

Sustainability; 
d) Cabinet Member for Adult Care and Wellbeing; 
e) Cabinet Member for Children’s Services and Education; 
f) Cabinet Member for Finance and Corporate; 
g) Cabinet Member for Economy and Communications; 
h) Cabinet Member for Communities and Cooperation; 
i) Cabinet Member for Environment and Facilities; 
j) Cabinet Member for Highways and Housing; 
k) Chair of Communities, Regeneration and Environment Overview and 

Scrutiny Committee; 
l) Chair of Health, Schools and Care Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
m) Chair of Corporate Overview and Scrutiny Committee. 

 
RESOLVED 
That the reports be noted. 
 

62 VOTE OF THANKS 
The Council noted that this would be the last meeting of the Council attended 
by Councillors Martin, Joinson, Nolan, Cocks, Hornby, Hartley, Heakin, 



Nickson and Dutton; as they were not seeking re-election at the forthcoming 
Municipal Elections and thanked them for their services to the Council. 
 
Members of the Council recorded their thanks and appreciation for the 
services of Councillor Aasim Rashid as Mayor of the Borough for the 2021/22 
Municipal Year in both his Civic role and as Chair of the Council. 
 


